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ltem
One faceted gemstone

Weight
5.05 ct

Shape

oval

Cut
brilliant cut / step cut

Transparency
transparent

Colour
purple-red

Species

Natural corundum

Variety
Ruby

Origin
Mozambique

Condition
No indications of heating (NTE).

Comments
See Information Sheet(s).

Important notes and limitations on the reverse

Lidia BellomoDr. Klaus Schollenbruch

Giibelin Gem Lab

Measurements
L1..82x8.92x 5.10 mm
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to Report No. 24020041.

Unheated rubies

Large rubies of gem-quality are

rarely found in nature. Not only is a
delicate mineralogical balance
essential for this red variety of
corundum to be formed deep within
the earth, but specific geological
conditions as well as adequate
pressure and temperature must also

be present. Furthermore, the

sufficient supply of a rare

combination of chemical elements,
such as aluminium and chromium,
are yet another necessity required for
the formation of rubies.

Over the past decades, various
heating techniques, as well as rhe Llse

of chemical additives, l-rave been

introduced to increase the supply of
rr:bies resembling tl-re high-quality
untreated specimens. Tl-re aim of
these treatnlents was and still is to
improvc the visual appcarancc of the
genlstones.

Prior to the advent of modern
heating techniques, rough rubies
were cut and polished retaining the
quality that nature had originally
endowed them with. Therefore, in
earlier times, rubies with obvious
imperfections were considered and
accepted as the norm. However, the
expectations with respect to quality
(colour and transparency) rose

steadily.

The demand for natural, unheated
rubies kept growing while the supply
of such gems remains highly limited,
making natural rubies of gem-

qu4lity from all major sources, such

as Burma (Myanmar), Mozambique,
Madagascar, Kenya, T anzania,
Vietnam, Afghanistan and
Tajikistan, difficult to find.
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Rubies from Mozambique

Mozambique is located in South

Eastern Africa, bordered by the

Indian Ocean on the East and in the
North byTanzania, Malawi and

Zambia.In the N7est and South it is
bordering Zimbabwe, South Africa
and Swaziland. Mozambique is
divided by the majestic Zambezi
River. \7hile the low lands to the

South of the Zambezi River are

mainly sedimentary, the highlands in
the North are dominated by rocks

belonging to the Precambrian
crystalline basement, which is
intersected by the famous gem-rich

Mozambique Belt running North -

Souttr through Last Afric a.

Mozambique has always been an

important source of coloured stones

such as tourmaline, aquamarine and

garnet. Corundum has been known
in Mozambique since the Portuguese

colonial times, but only since

September 2008larger amounts of
rubies entered the market. These

come from two new mines in the
Msawizi area of Niassa Province and

Montepuez in the Cabo Delgado
Province.
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